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Engaging people in 

recording alien species 
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Understanding invasions 

Blackburn et al. (2011) TREE 



Global invasion by Harmonia axyridis 

Brown et al. (2011) BioControl 



GB Non -Native Species Information Portal  
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1919 established alien 

species in GB  



Scorecard 2014 for Great Britain 

Å1494 established non-native plants  

Å420 established non-native animals  

Å234 established non-native species 

designated as having negative ecological or 

human impact: 

ï96 (6.4%) established non-native plants 

ï136 (32.4%) established non-native animals 

 Roy et al. (2014) Biological Invasions 
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COST TD1209 

 

...to facilitate enhanced knowledge gathering and sharing 

through a network of experts, providing support to a 

European IAS information system which will enable 

effective and informed decision-making in relation to IAS 

 

ÅNetworking 

ÅWorkshops 

ÅShort Term Scientific Missions 



Jennifer Lewington 

A ladybird perspective 



Harmonia axyridis 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÄÙÂÉÒÄ ÈÁÓ ,ÁÎÄÅÄȦ 
 

A new ladybird has arrived 
in Britain.  But not just 

any ladybird: this is 
Harmonia axyridis, the 
most invasive ladybird 

ÏÎ %ÁÒÔÈȢȱ 
 

 
Press Release 

5th October 2004 



Understanding invasions 



Understanding invasions 

More than 50 000 records 



One winner, one thousand 

losers  

Majerus, M.E.N. et al. (2006) Ecological Entomology 

. 



Declines in native ladybirds 



Linking trends with traits, climate and habitat 



Escape from natural enemies 
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Does colour form influence spread? 

Colour morphs spread to similar extents though 

increased sunshine significantly enhanced the 

spread of form succinea 



Citizen science perspectives 



Establish the project team 

http://www.defra.gov.uk/files/defra-logo.gif


Define project aims 

RISC  = 6 species 

 

RISC + ALERT  = 21 species 



Identify and understand target participants 



Design the scheme 



Non-Native Species Recording 

ÅOn-line 

ÅApps 

ÅE-mails 

ÅSocial media 

ÅLetters 



Promote and publicise  


