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Hobbits caught possessing an evil weed

DAVE HANSFORD

AS PETER Jackson’s epic film The Lord X
of the Rings screens around the world, Hae 43 { -’f_
thousands of beople are being treated to :
a glimpse of New Zealand’s natural
beauty.

But for one filmgoer,
spoilt by the appeg
villainous than Gollu)

@ance of a pest more

the vision was

self.

Conservation Departm@®

ersity

officer John Sawyer noticed
opening scenes, Frodo sat amid an
tation of tmdu( antia fluminensis, or
wandering willie, a serious pest plant in
Wellington, and apparent ly, Hobbiton.

“I was shocked to see that Middle
Earth has weeds just like everywhere
else.

“I spent the rest of the film trying to
spot weeds as well as follow the story,”
he said.

Mr Sawyer said tradescantia had been
brought to New Zealand from Brazil in
1916 as an ornamental plant.

“It’s quite pretty in its rightful place
and it’s easy to grow, but it is almost too
easy.

“The weed is now common throughout
most of the country, and it is threatening
native forests and reserves.”

He said fragments of the plant broke
off and could spread quickly.

“That’s why when neonle trv ta aat wia

G Xl LISai
villainous than Gollum
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DOC officer hopping mad over

Lot
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The first shot of Hobbiton in the Lord of the

B Lmdsa James felo 1§ ooz
Rings has conservatmn officer John Sawyer fum-. Y Y : 1
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Exoticspecieslassification system
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Global biodiversity hotspots

Myers, N., R. AMMittermeier, C. GMittermeier, G. A. BdaFonseca, and J. Kent. 2000.
Biodiversity hotspots for conservation prioritid$ature 403:85358
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1,984

Species of native vascular plamtt found

anywhere else in the world







oNew Zealand is as close as we
will get to the opportunity to
study life on another planet

Jared Diamond, 1990
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Native plants here!!l
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The endemic products of New

Zeal andéare perfect
with another; but they are now rapidly
yielding before the advancing legions of

plants and animals introduced from
Europe.

Charles Darwin 185@n the Origin of Species
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