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What is SEIS/IGMES/GEOSS

Chris Steenmans — Head of Programme
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SEIS

Shared environmental information system

‘Better decisions from local fo European level need beftter
and more timely information, based on more efficient

monitoring and reporting systems”
S Dimas, Feb 2008
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Shared environmental information system

v A collaborative initiative of the
European Commission, EEA and Membel
States

v" Aiming at a modern system for
organising environmental information

v" Overall objective: improve
knowledge base for environmental
policy; reduce administrative burden
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that the INSPIRE entered recently into force,  Member States, their regions and the Commission are faced with important challenges related to its implementation.

Implementing INSPIRE will require commitment and efforts from many public authorities and organisations which are dealing with data related to the environment.

Faced with these challenges it may be worthwhile to look again at why we actually need an INSPIRE directive and how it fits in with recent environmental policy developments at Community level
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v International Conventions and EU environmental legislation:
main drive for collection of environmental data

v’ A wealth of information is collected but:
® Fragmented reporting systems

e, Users N . ® Shortcomings in relation to timeliness,
availability, reliability, relevance of
information

EuroStatf EC | EEA | OECD | UNEP |UNECE

S — A - |WHO. @ shortcomings in ability to turn data into
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Source: EEA, 1999
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Now that the INSPIRE entered recently into force,  Member States, their regions and the Commission are faced with important challenges related to its implementation.

Implementing INSPIRE will require commitment and efforts from many public authorities and organisations which are dealing with data related to the environment.

Faced with these challenges it may be worthwhile to look again at why we actually need an INSPIRE directive and how it fits in with recent environmental policy developments at Community level
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@ Better regulation, better policy
* More consistent and integrated input from Member States

@ |ncreased flexibility and greater use of data
* More efficient trans boundary & EU-level analyses

@ Simplification and efficiency
e Streamlining of data flows
* Reduction in administrative burden and costs

@ Empowering citizens
* Widespread availability of information

@ Promoting Europe globally

e Better profile for the EU in various global fora
@ Boosting innovation and intelligent e-Services
®* eEurope, eGovernment, eEnvironment
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Shared environmental information system
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Data reporting
Data reporting
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Data reporting
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Information should be
managed as close as possible to its source;
collected once, and shared with others for many
purposes;
readily available and easy accessible

accessible to enable users to make comparisons at the
appropriate geographical scale

fully available to the general public at national level in
the relevant national language(s)

supported through common, free open software
standards
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SEIS pilot air quality
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Ubtcoving aur planct foe & safoe ok

GMES in a nutshell

« EU-led initiative for an autonomous and operational European
Earth observation capacity

* EU Need for information in support of:

« European policies: environment & climate change, CAP,
Maritime Policy, CFSP/ESDP...

« EU international commitments: protocols and conventions (eg
Kyoto, Montreal, CLRTAP..)

« National or regional «adaptations» of these policies or
commitments

« GMES aims to provide relevant information
* Not only to policy-makers

« But also many other users (national authorities/agencies,
private industry, researchers, European citizen..)
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Ubtcoving aur planct foe & safoe ok

GMES architecture

OBSERVATION _
INFRASTRUCTURE Space Infrastructure || In Situ Infrastructure
GMES
SERVICES

GMES Services
DOWNSTREAM

SECTOR




Obscaving our planct for & sl world

GMES next steps

« Legislative proposal for EU Earth observation programme and its
initial operations 2011-2013

« The GMES financing needs will be subject to an analysis led by
the EU.
* For the period 2011-2013, the constraints of the existing EU
budget will be taken into account.
» Decisions on funding and organisational arrangements after

2013 will have to be determined as part of the next
multiannual financial framework of the EU.

« The Commission will propose interim governance arrangements

European Environment Agency %



GROUP ON
EARTH OBSERVATIONS
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THE GLOBAL EARTH OBSERVATION
SYSTEM OF SYSTEMS
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OF SOCIETY

@ Ecosystems

Biodiversity



* Full and open exchange of data,
recognizing relevant international
Instruments and national policies

Data and products at minimum
time delay and minimum cost

Free of charge or minimal cost
for research and education
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17th July 2007
2877 Profilers

Russian Federation (3)

Norway (8)
© Spain (3)
® United Kingdom (92)
® United States (1593)

® Korea, Rep. of (102)

@ Mauritius (4)
Netherlands (10)
New Zealand (7)

® Japan (378)
@® Mexico (1)
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pedes.

_ : organisations
and authorities -although confidential observations can only be used by the data
provider, authorized persons within the relevant organisations and the Threatened
About Audubon  Take Ac Species Unit. All chservations are published first and are verified later by
e authorized persons within the organisations.

—
Audubon ils Number of Sightings by Report System Search In all databases
Brrds: 14992692 1409341 12817 2733
2455408 180382 1217 500 B
1010156 257 247 aa2 a8 !
13569 4555 28 2 A
Great Backyard NORTHERN CARDIN 2759 802
Bird Count arine inve 7126 1824 - -
Once again, the mc Summa: 18484 427 1854151 14504 3283 100%
— ‘ e oo | showrecentsystemuse & ;
Swedish species atlas
Donate Reporting system for Birds
N < J = In co-operation with the Swedish Ornitholgical Society
i Opened summer
Welcome Count For Fun, Count For the Future:
s Reporting system for Vascular Plants and Fungi
. o The 12th AI‘II‘ILI_B| Great Bac kva rd Bird Count In co-operation with the Swedish Botanical Society and Swedish
Kids Art Exhibit is Feb 13-16th! Mycological Society.

fsummer

Opened autumn

Reporting system for Terrestrial and Limnic
Invertebrates
In co-operatior
Opened autumn 20

/autumn 2

Reporting system for Mamm
Reptiles
For all Mammal

Amphibians and Rept

Opened spring

Reporting system for Fish
For both Limnic and Marine Fish

Opened spring

b a R Reporting system for Marin
- » . ~ In co-operation with Gateborgs Naturt
featuring ) Opened autumn 2007

li,‘ Skar®e

Abaut Artpertalen.s= Swadish Species Informal
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Inspire
GMES

INSPIRE GMES SEIS
Content Content Content
Infra Infra Infra

structure structure structure

Services Services Services

Directive Regulation Regulation?

Business Business Business
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Political commitment by a wide range of stakeholders
INSPIRE/GMES/SEIS to be mutually supportive

Legislative / non-legislative actions to reform
environmental reporting

Accompanying streamlining/modernisation efforts in
thematic environmental legislation

Promote streamlining/modernisation/co-ordination with
international reporting obligations

Improve prioritisation of data/information needs

W
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SEIS centre piece of EEA strategy

Assessment of feasibility of harmonisation/co-ordination of
monitoring systems

Adequate use of existing financial instruments (e.g.
Research, LIFE+, CIP)

Promoting SEIS in third countries
Addressing business model / data policy aspects

Defining a communication strategy

W
European Environment Agency ‘a)



SEIS *

Shared environmental information system
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